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"-t"a 
b prwide what is otherwise characterized or referrerl to as apre'school, pursunnt to20'7-I l7{2), MCA' which specificat$ prohiaix the use of state eqaatizstion atdfor presch'ool. This policy is tntendedftir use to enroll sndcnls wder the age of 5 when starutory ct-ileriaafe meL

:'.]gg$:Ltrryt*lg$;tl*j*,c-sjJltlfldl-fjilslEst{lss:-LlcnltqgjA's!:rii 
sl*JlBr-Rg.glikr{r..ctr.b.iiti l,spil:,Note: Inorrler to adopt tfuis pottq,, tlre noaii"ltii6* t;;;; orre or more of the characteri^sticsid.enrified in either Option,A or Option B.

The administration shall ensure admission, enrollment and assignmenl of all qualiffing children
1t'e11n9etl in this policy. The administration shall plarx childre"n enrolled p,*ouni roir,iu puriry in eithera half{ime on full-time kindergarten 

Ploguto as an integral part of the elenrentary school program. Theadrninistration shall also ensure prcrvision of a frce apffiriate puuiic education in the least restrictiveenvironment irossible" pur$uant i.o lefins of each studerrt'i individuatized education prograrn, for allchildren enrolled uncler this policy who are qualified for serviccs under the Indjviduals rvith DisabilitiesEducation Aci.

The administration shall incl'ude children enrolled pursuan[ lo this policy in she district,s calsulatiru of,avcrage nurnber belonging (,4Nts) as reported ro Cjpl"

#ption '4, Student-SpeciJit #xccptionan Circumsranees: To be wsed when the hoard of trrr^stees werrtsto detinc exceptionat circurn"stances specifie to lhe individual charocteristics of eack student or sab.groap af studenls"

The Board of 't'ru51gg5 declares the following to be qualifying "exceptional circumstances,, within themeaning of that telm as used in 20-5-101i3), ehat mcrit *nioi"g the age provisions of 2G5-1ot(l), MCAtor qualifying children under {i years of age:

Note: Eack of the below should he consid.ered separately {or inclusian or exclasion in the g<tar6,s
adopted paliey' Note: when enrolling on the basis of aiindividuat stwlent's characteristics under thisoptittn A" the District wttst be ture to-olo"ument each quatifiing srudent's characteristir:s io ercure tlrntcriteria hktud in this portion of the potiqt can he subsiantatedl

l ' 'A child at least.3lears 0f age with a disability qualifying the chilcl for services un*ier the federal
nnrJividuals with Disabilitics Education Act.2' A child who is 4 years of age or older on or before Scptember l0 af the school year in whichenrollmett is to occur who:

a- Meetslhe incorne eligihiliry guideiines for free or reduced pricc rneals uncler the Nati'naiSchool Lunch pmgram;

b' trs Limited Flngtish Proficient within lhe meaning olTitle lll of the federal Elemenrary
and Secondary Education Act:
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I 3100
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3 c. Is Gifted and Talented within the meaning of that term as used in 20-7-Wl, MCA;
a d. Is an enrolled member of a federally recognized American Indian Tribe;
5 e- ls horneless as defined in 42 U.S. Code $ 113A2, or, as determined by the administration,
6 exhibits other characleristics or lives in circumstances that are uncommon, unusualo
7 atypical, rare or otherwise distinguished from ordinary or typical which place the child at8 risk of failing to achieve at adequate levels.
9

10 Option B, Excepianal Circam$ances Preserrt in lhe Cunmunrty: To be used only for in-district
11 studeuts or homeless students under the McKinncy Homeless Assisunce Act when thc furd of tn*ees
rz wunts to define crccpional circunstances applicahle to lhe cwtanuniq's cltamcteristics, as opposed to13 the individwl cluracterisics of a prticular sfitdew or sub-group of nde*.
t4
15 The Board of Trustees declates the following to be qualifying "exceptional circumstances" within the
16 y"i1lg of that tsrm as used in 20-5-101(3), that merit waiving the age provisions of 20-5-101(1), MCA17 for children under 6 years of age who are either 4 years of age or older on or before September i0 of rhel8 school year in which enrollment is to occur or who are at least 3 years of age with a disability quali$ing
19 the child for services under Section 504 of the Federal Rehabilitarion Ac of 1973 or the federai
2A Individuals with Dhabiliries Educarion Aer.
2l
22 Note: Each of the below sltould be cowidzred separately for inclusion or exclusion in the Board's
23 adopted paliql Wrcn enrolling on tlrc basis of denographi,c clnracteristits of the community under thk24 Option B, Tlrc District ttw$t be sure to research and docwnent all of the criteria incorprated into the
25 school district's policy tlnt is used to enroll on the basis of arceptionat ciratmstances.
26
?7 , 1. Homeless rates of the district's pupils in comparison to statewide averages;
28 2. Percentage of the district's pupils qualifying for services under Secrion 504 of the Federal
29 Rehabilitation Act of 1973 or the federal lndividuals with Disabilities Education Act in
30 cornparison to stiatewide averages;
31 3. Percentage of the district's pupils eligible for fiee or reduced lunch in comparison to statewide
3? averages;
33 4. Average perfotmance on standardized tests at the 3d grade level in comparison to statewide
34 averages;
35 5. Percentage of the district's pupils who are enrolled members of a federally recognized American
36 trndian Tribe in comparison to statewide averages;
37
38 I-egal Reference:
39 $ 20-5-101, MCj{ Adrnittance of child to school
40 $ 20-6-501, MCA Definition of various schools
4t $ 2&7-117, McA Kindergarten and preschool programs
42 | $ 20-9-309, MCA Basic sysrem of frle quality public
43 elementary and secondary schools defined
44 Individual with Disabililies Act Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973
45 National School Lunch Act (Public l-aw 396, ?9th congress, chapter 28!,2,'d
46 session)
47 Title III, ESEA (English language Acquisition, language Enhancement, and48 Academic Achievement Act)
49 MicKinney-Venlo Homeless Assistance Act of 1987 (Pub. L. lN-77,luly 22,50 1987, 101 Star.482, U.S.C. $ 11301 er seq.
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Revised on:

$g;[g ]j.nr*ilmenr. Exqr$tit

rffhen implementing Board Policy 3100, the District shall follow these procedures:

1. The administration shall review the criteria set forft in the Policy 3100 and make the preliminary
determination whether an individual student or class of students msets the criteria for exceptional
circumstances set forth therein;

2. The adrninistrution shall notify the parent(s/legal guardian(s) of the administralion's
recommendation to the Board regarding the enrollment of the student(s) under the exceptional
circumstances meriting waiving of the age requirementsl

3. The administration shall present the information to the Board for approval within days of
making the prelirninary determination;

4. In presenting the information to the Board, the administration shall either: (1) remove all
identifying information about the siudent(s) when presenting the information to the Board in
order to protect the privacy rights of the student under state and federal law, or (2) provide the
name(s) of the students(s) to the Board in a closed session with notice to the pafent(sllegal
guardian(s) that he/she/they have the right to attend the closed session; and

5, The Board shall make the final decision on the enrollment of students under the Dislrici's
exceptional circumstances policy.

The trustees shall annually review this policy and procedure based on changing circumstances pertaining
to the criteria used for delermination of the program.
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Montana Code Annotated 2014

Predous Section MC,A Contents Farl Contents $earch t-{elp l.lext Seciion

20-5-101. Admittance of child to school. (l) The trustees shall assign and admit a child to a school in the
district when the child is:

(a) 6 years of age or older on or before September 10 of the year in which the child is to enroll but is not
yet 19 years of age;

(b) a resident of the district; and
(c) otherwise qualified under the provisions of this title to be admitted to the school.
(2) The trustees of a district may assign and admit any nonresident child to a school in the district under

the tuition provisions of this title.
(3) The trustees may at their discretion assign and admit a child to a school in the district who is under 6

years of age or an adult who is 19 years of age or older if there are exceptional circumstances that merit
waiving the age provision of this section. The trustees may also admit an individual who has graduated from
high school but is not yet 19 years of age even though no special circumstances exist for waiver of the age
provision of this section.

(4) The trustees shall assign and admit a child who is homeless, as defined in the Stewart B. McKinney
Homeless Assistance Act (Public Law 100-77), to a school in the district regardless of residence. The trustees
may not require an out-of-district attendance agreement or tuition for a homeless child.

(5) Except for the provisions of subsection (4), tuition for a nonresident child must be paid in accordance
with the tuition provisions of this title.

(6) The trustees' assignment of a child meeting the qualifications of subsection (1) to a school in the
district outside of the adopted school boundaries applicable to the child is subject to the district's grievance
policy. Upon completion of procedures set forth in the district's grievance policy, the trustees' decision
regarding the assignment is final.

History: 8n.75-6302 by Sec. 115, Ch. 5,L.l97l; R.C.M. 1947 ,75-6302; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 334, L.1979; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 558, L.
1979;amd.Sec.14,Ch.575,L. 1981;amd.Sec. 1,Ch. 120,L. 1989;amd.Sec. 1,Cb.LI4,L.1995;amd.Sec. 1,Ch.374.L.2007:
amd. Sec. 1. Ch. 128. L.2013.

trrc'wded by Mantena LegrsJatrrre Se,vlces



Montana Code Annotated 2014

Perious Section MC,4 Contents Part Conterts $earch l-lelp lt'lmct $ac{ion

20-7-llT.Kindergarten and preschool programs. (1) The trustees of an elementary district shall

establish or make available a kindergarten program capable of accommodating, at a minimum, all the

children in the district who will be 5 years old on or before September 10 of the school year for which the
program is to be conducted or who have been enrolled by special permission of the board of trustees. The
kindergarten program, which the trustees may designate as either a half-time or full-time program, must be an

integral part of the elementary school and must be financed and governed accordingly, provided that to be

eligible for inclusion in the calculation of ANB pursuant to 20-9-311, a child must have reached 5 years of
age on or before September 10 of the school year covered by the calculation or have been enrolled by special
permission of the board of trustees. A kindergarten program must meet the minimum aggregate hour
requirements established in 20-1-301 . A kindergarten program that is designated as a full-time program must
allow a parent, guardian, or other person who is responsible for the enrollment of a child in school, as

provided in2O-5-102, to enroll the child half-time.
(2) The trustees of an elementary school district may establish and operate a free preschool program for

children between the ages of 3 and 5 years. When preschool programs are established, they must be an

integral part of the elementary school and must be governed accordingly. Financing of preschool programs

may not be supported by money available from state equalization aid.

History: 8n.75-7507 by Sec. 378, Ch. 5,L.l97l; amd. Sec. 3,Ch.345,L.1973; R.C.M. 1947 ,75-'7507; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 334, L.

1979; amd. Sec. 68, Ch. 370, L. L987; amd. Sec. l, Ch. 399, L. L99l; amd. Sec. 11, Ch. 1, Sp. L. May 2007.

,trrornderJ Sy trlfantane tr egrc/eft've seruces


